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" Shiver and shake."    This made him very nervous at the  time,  and  the  thought  even  of passing through Prestbury revived the feeling. Dr Ker writes:
Two wishes I used to hear him express; one was to see the West Indies, the other to see the earth from a balloon.
Few things delighted me more than to see the mother and son together. You cannot remember your grandmother, I think. She was a perfect picture, a beautiful specimen of the English gentlewoman, loving and loveable, "no angel but a dearer being," and so sensitive that touch her feelings ever so lightly and the tears rushed to her eyes. Then it was we used to hear your father say, " Dam your eyes, mother, dam your eyes ! " and then she smiled and applied the white pocket-handkerchief and shook her head at her son. He often jested with her about Dr Gumming and his "bottles/' the bottles being the seven vials of St John's Revelation! You have heard, I dare say, that your grandmother confined her reading at that time to two books, the Bible and Dr Cumming's work on Prophecy. He used to jest with his mother about her monkey, a clever little black thing that was generally seen in the garden perched on the top of a pole. Your father naturally christened it St Simeon Stylites. I once ventured to ask him whether his mother had not sat for the picture of the Prince's mother in " The Princess," and he allowed that no one else had.
Happy he
With such a mother !  faith in womankind Beats with his blood, and trust in all things high Comes easy to him, and tho' he trip and fall He shall not blind his soul with clay.
Your father's estimate of Wordsworth's poetry was a very high one as you must know, and I dare say you know that Wordsworth's opinion of your father was also very high. On one of the occasions of their meeting Wordsworth said to him : " Mr Tennyson, I have been endeavouring all my life to write a pastoral like your ' Dora' and have not succeeded." That was great praise from one who honestly weighed his words and was by no means lavish of his praise.